
ñT here are no more valleys over 

the hill," said John Ferrari, 

speaking to about 40 people standing 

among his peach, walnut and almond 

trees Thursday morning.  

More precisely, there are no more val-

leys like this one over the hill. With its 

incredible ability to produce a cornuco-

pia of foods, our valley is special. Peo-

ple like Ferrari's father ð who cleared 

the land, set up irrigation, planted the 

fields and brought in modern farming 

techniques ð helped create this val-

ley's  foremost industry, agriculture.  

A generation later, people like John Ferrari and his wife, Jeani, are trying 

to keep the valley special by protecting that industry. That's why the Ferra-

ris granted an agricultural easement in perpetuity to the Central Valley 

Farmland Trust. Now, their land cannot be used for anything but agricul-

ture. As Turlock and Delhi grow closer together, there will always be a 

buffer of at least 263 acres, likely covered in fruit and nut trees.  

Thursday's gathering in Delhi celebrated the granting of the Central Valley 

Farmland Trust's first agricultural easement, made possible with funds 

from the state and the Great Valley Center.  

Jeani Ferrari pointed out the most critical element of the program ð a 

payment of $1 million.  Farmers seldom have retirement plans.  Their land 

is their pension.  Easement payments give farmers an option other than 

selling to developers. It allows the next generation to continue farming.  
 

The state has 55 such easements. We hope the Central Valley Farmland 

Trust can grant more.  
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STRIVING TO PROTECT FOOD, FAMILIES AND FARMLAND 

Our Mission:  To preserve the agricultural foundation of our region and  
promote smart growth in our urban communities through education, outreach and action.  
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SAVING  FARMLAND! 

As Turlock and 

Delhi grow closer 

together, there will 

always be a buffer 

of at least 263 acres, 

likely covered in 

fruit and nut trees.  



 

T he FWGôs High School Program was first in-troduced at Ceres High School in 1999. The 

late Joel Hidahl asked Karl Nielsen, head of the 

History Department, to consider showing our 

video, A Vision and a Legacy.  Since that time, our 

video and curriculum have been available to all 

seniors at the school.  

 

Joel Hidahl grew up on a farm in rural Ceres and 

graduated from Ceres High School in 1944. He fol-

lowed in his familyôs footsteps and continued farm-

ing until his death in 2002. Joel was involved in 

many local organizations.  He was a charter mem-

ber of Farmland Working Group and served on the 

board until his death. 

 

This year, Farmland Working Group presented our 

first scholarship to Kristophor Hooten, a senior at 

Ceres High School. Kristophor grew up in Ceres.  

He was awarded a $200 scholarship for his poem, 

Concrete Cold, which describes the changing land-

scape. The Ceres High School connection to Farm-

land Working Group runs deep.  

Presenting the award 

to Kristophor Hoo-

ten was Chance Car-

rico, Vice President, 

also a graduate of 

Ceres High School.  

 

Joel Hidahl will be 

honored when Ce-

resô newest elemen-

tary school opens in 

late 2005 and bears 

his name, Joel Hi-

dahl Elementary 

School. 

 

In June, Karl Nielsen retired after 26 years at Ceres 

High School. Karl has been an advocate for the 

preservation of our farmland as well as the regionôs 

agricultural industry. Farmland Working Group 

wishes Karl a great retirement.  To honor Karlôs 

partnership with Farmland Working Group he 

has been awarded our first Lifetime Membership.  

 

Farmland Working Group Needs Your Support 
 

FWG depends on contributions from individuals to keep our non-profit organization active and 

vital.  Your support keeps us going! Please take a moment to join us and be part of the solution 

in protecting our agricultural heritage and promoting Smart Growth in our region. 

 

Our active members meet monthly and regularly make presentations to service organizations, 

clubs and classrooms.  For information contact Jeani Ferrari (209) 634-4495. 
 

Yes, I want to support Farmland Working Group.  Here is my tax deductible contribution. 
 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City________________________________________ State_______________ Zip______________________ 

 

__$20  __$50  __$75  __$100  _________other 

 

Mail to FWG, PO Box 2646 Turlock, CA 95381 


