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2022 Denny Jackman Scholarship
recipient — Morgan Oliveira

The State of Califor-
nia leads the na-
tion in agricultural 
production. With 
over 400 agricultural 
commodities, our 
golden state helps 
to feed our region, 
state, nation and 
the world around us. 
The Central Valley of 
California takes the 
lead, being the most 
productive agri-
cultural producing 
region in the world; 
producing eight per-
cent of the nation’s 
agricultural output. 
From Redding to Ba-
kersfield, agriculture 
advocates and farm-

ers work toward the common goal of feeding our nation. As 
the world’s population continues to grow, that is vital, now, 
more than ever. 

The City of Riverbank falls within that region, as citizens, 
it is our responsibility to help provide food for our nation, 
whether it is through physical farming or advocating for 
it. In reviewing the River Walk project, 993 acres of farm-
land will be lost to urban use, farmland that is too valu-
able to lose. The soil in this projected area is well suited 
to “groundwater recharge through irrigation” and already 
home to cherry, walnut and almond orchards. The cutting of 
these trees will result in the increase of atmospheric carbon 
and a waste of energy resources. Prime farmland is under 
the threat of urban development in the Central Valley and 
as an advocate for preserving prime farmland and directing 
growth to our region’s poorer soils, I see no need to pave 
over this prime farmland.

As mentioned in the Fall 2021 Farmland Working Group 
Newsletter, the newly built homes would not be affordable 
for the majority of the region’s working-class due to the 
upfront costs of wells, roadways, sewers, including all nec-
essary city services. In 2016, another expansion/annexation 
was approved which added 1,479 acres to the incorporated 
City of Riverbank that was to accommodate city growth 
over the next twenty-year period. In 2019, the City annexed 
approximately 400 acres of the expansion for residential 
and commercial use. Directing new residential develop-
ment to already annexed land and infill development would 
better serve a sustainable future for smart urban growth.

It is our obligation to be ethical and logical leaders to bet-
ter serve the current population as well as future citizens of 
Stanislaus County. As a community member, student and 
ultimately a servant leader, I understand that utilizing this 
prime farmland for agricultural purposes will create a solid 
foundation for generations to come. The agriculture indus-
try is dependent on supporters, and with the public move-
ment to reject the River Walk project Sphere Expansion and 
Annexation, I know we will be able to preserve important 
agricultural lands and facilitate stabilization of the agricul-
tural industry for now and into the future.  

    by Morgan Oliveira

       It is our obligation to be 
ethical and logical leaders to 

better serve the current popu-
lation as well as future citizens 

of Stanislaus County.



By Andy Alfaro
The Modesto Bee - Apr 6, 2022 

Patterson
Hundreds of people rallied in support of Patterson schools 
at the downtown plaza Tuesday evening, asking city officials 
to listen to concerns about how multiple residential develop-
ments could affect the community. School employees, stu-
dents and families held signs with slogans including “No to 
overcrowded classrooms,” “Salve Nuestras Escuelas,” and 
“We care about Patterson do you?” 

They chanted “Save our schools” as honking cars cycled 
through the roundabout at the center of town.
Educators organized the “Save Our Schools Rally” through 
the ad hoc Patterson Education Advocacy Committee, which 
formed in February. The rally was held before a City Council 
meeting to show Patterson officials that school employees, 
students and families want them to account for new schools 
when approving homes for new residents, said PEAC steering 
committee chair Cathy Aumoeualogo.

“A plan for our schools is a plan for our community,” she 
said. If the city approves two pending projects, four resi-
dential developments would be happening simultaneously 
in Patterson. These projects would add more than 9,000 
homes and apartments to the city of near 24,000, accord-
ing to school district Patterson Joint Unified School District 
Assistant Superintendent Jeff Menge, who attended the 
rally, has said these new residents could nearly double the 
district’s student population, though the exact number of 
added students is difficult to anticipate.

Superintendent Phil Alfano, Menge and members of the 
school board have said in interviews with The Bee, at school 
board meetings and at City Council meetings that city of-
ficials and developers are not working with the district to 
plan to finance schools to accommodate this growth. New 
schools in response to residential development are typically 
funded through a combination of fees paid by the devel-
oper to the school district, local taxes and state matching 
funds.

Hundreds rally for schools ahead of 
Patterson meeting

Teachers, students 
and parents, including Elizabeth Diaz, middle, rally outside Patterson City Hall on Tuesday. Educators organized 
the Save Our Schools Rally to highlight their concern that new residential developments will cause overcrowded 



Message from the Chair
Lori Wolf
Chair Message for Spring 2022. What 
is the plan for Ag?  This is a topic that 
Farmland Working Group has been explor-
ing at length over the last few years.  We 

are currently producing a new video that explores ideas 
and provides interviews with people who are really in “the 
know.” We are looking forward to getting this video, by El 
Nido Productions, out in various arenas -/ the classroom, 
the media, education and outreach.

For me, the plan for Ag is going to reflect a lot of the 
struggles that Wood Colony has been experiencing since 
1995 and before.  Wood Colony is a unique community 
adjacent to the City of Modesto.  It is situated on some of 
the top rated fertile soils that produce the wonderful array 
of foods we eat.  This community has a name but, there are 
areas adjacent to each and every city in Stanislaus County 
that have the same wonderful soils and climate attributes.  
They need to be sheltered as well.

So, the plan for Ag needs to include recognition and giv-
ing kudos to each and every individual, politician, group, 
business, social organization or educational organization 
that promotes the retention of farmland and provides solu-
tions to smart growth within cities.  We know you are out 
there but we may not know who or how you are helping 
this cause.  The City of Modesto could lead by example 
and remove Wood Colony from it’s General Plan boundar-

ies as it prepares to update its General Plan through 2050.  
The City of Riverbank could step up and acknowledge that 
the River Walk Specific Plan is not a necessity at this time.  
The City of Turlock should be commended for providing 
an Urban Limit Line in 1987 and renewing it in 2012.  The 
City of Hughson should be commended for having a 2 to 1 
mitigation ratio for farmland protection.  

Slowly, little by little, farmland is being viewed as the pre-
cious resource that it is and not just ‘shovel ready’ dirt for 
the next housing tract or business park.  Stanislaus County 
should be commended for incorporating farmland mitiga-
tion into it’s policies.  LAFCO should be commended for 
their recent diligent work in preventing expansion into 
existing farmland.

The plan for Ag also needs to acknowledge that we have 
something that the rest of the world envies and cannot 
create.  Joey Gonsalves gave a speech to the Modesto City 
Council during public comments on January 7, 2014 that 
bears summarizing — We have something here that people 
need every day, FOOD.  Not every week or every month 
or once in a while, EVERY DAY. That is the kind of demand 
that every company dreams of and we have it already.  Let’s 
play to our strengths and value Ag for what it is, and create 
a way to provide housing and business opportunities that 
do not continue to swallow up farmland.

If you know of an organization or individual who can be 
recognized for their contribution in the plan to promote 
Ag, please let us know.
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Urban Growth Boundaries in the Bay Area
Alameda County: Alameda County, Dublin, Fremont, Hayward, 
Livermore, Pleasanton

Contra Costa County: Antioch, Contra Costa County, Danville, 
El Cerrito, Hercules, Martinez, Oakley, Orinda, Pinole, Pittsburg, 
Pleasant Hill, Richmond, San Pablo, San Ramon, Walnut Creek

Marin County: Marin County, Novato
Napa County: American Canyon, Napa, St. Helena, Yountville

San Mateo County: San Mateo County

Santa Clara County: Cupertino, Gilroy, Los Gatos, Milpitas, Morgan 
Hill, Palo Alto, San Jose

Solano County: Benicia, Fairfield, Rio Vista, Vallejo, Vacaville

Sonoma County: Cloverdale, Cotati, Healdsburg, Petaluma, 
Rohnert Park, Santa Rosa, Sebastopol, Sonoma, Windsor



 Land use decisions are consequential

WE ARE WATCHING…  WE ARE WATCHING…

Land use decisions 
are consequential. 
Municipalities can 
make decisions 
that have a lasting 
detrimental impact 
on communities’ 
public funds, water 

resources, quality of life, schools, safety, and economic op-
portunities.

The opposite is also true. With proper planning, municipali-
ties can utilize land use strategies that will enhance com-
munities in a variety of ways. The Farmland Working Group 
is committed to promoting sound urban development, 
long-range planning and balanced growth.

Recently two city councils have not considered the full 
impact of their land use decisions, warranting greater public 
awareness.

It was troubling to learn that the city of Patterson would 
allow for the simultaneous development of 9,000 housing 
units as part of four separate housing projects resulting in 
nearly doubling student enrollment at Patterson Unified 
School District, currently at 6,200 students. Instead of taking 
a phased approach to ensure school facility construction 
keeps pace with housing construction, it appears that PUSD 
will be left to pursue multitrack year-round schedules to ac-
commodate the influx of new students until school facilities 
are built.

It is questionable whether the current development impact 
fee structure will be adequate to cover full construction 
costs. Considering that a portion of these fees were as-
sessed 15 years ago and the school district has not been 
able to secure mitigation agreements with developers to 
address construction timing and financial concerns, PUSD 
may not have adequate funds.

Another example of poor planning took place at Turlock 
City Council’s March 22 meeting.

The council discussed moving the ACE train stop from the 
already approved site at the Roger K. Fall Transit Center 
to a location a short distance away on South Golden State 
Boulevard. The Altamont Corridor Express is a commuter 

rail service connecting Stockton and San Jose. For the past 
several years, ACE has been developing plans for extending 
rail services to Stanislaus and Merced counties.

Turlock’s ACE train station at the transit center — directly 
linking it with Turlock’s bus system and utilizing existing 
parking infrastructure — had already received full City 
Council approval, final approval on its environmental impact 
report in December 2021 and funding commitments by ACE 
for its design and infrastructure. The primary reason given 
for moving the train station was to spur economic develop-
ment by locating the station closer to downtown and future 
housing.

Members of the public questioned the need to potentially 
put the entire project at risk to move it such a short dis-
tance. Economic development is a laudable goal for city 
councils, but the lack of understanding of the financial and 
legal ramifications of moving the train station at this point in 
time by city staff and some council members was concern-
ing.

County Supervisor Vito Chiesa spoke at the meeting warn-
ing about Turlock, not ACE, being financially liable for the 
cost of a new EIR and other cost overruns, if the city decides 
to follow through.

Fortunately, some council members voiced concerns about 
the lack of information presented to make such an impor-
tant decision. The agenda item was continued to a future 
meeting when an ACE representative could be present and 
more research could be done by staff.

It’s worrisome that staff and some council members were 
ready to make such a consequential decision without ad-
equate information, but felt they were justified because it 
would facilitate residential growth.

These two examples are illustrative of a lack of planning but 
also of misguided priorities. When municipalities prioritize 
new residential construction over fulfilling existing obliga-
tions — whether infrastructure, impact to schools or the 
fiscal consequences to residents — the impact is often 
long-lasting and irreparable.

Matt Beekman and Jeani Ferrari are members of the advo-
cacy committee of Turlock-based Farmland Working Group.
The Modesto Bee - May 10, 2022



Merced County Acres City Completed On
1 Alvernaz Farm 211.90 Livingston 7/19/2011
2 Beach Farm (East) 38.95 Livingston 9/8/2008
3 Beach Farm (West) 38.95 Livingston 9/8/2008
4 Bear Creek Ranc 243.99 Merced 8/12/2011
5 Bowles (Lone Tree 327.53 Los Banos 9/30/2021
6 Carman Farm 38.80 Hilmar 1/5/2009
7 Cochrane Farm 44.00 Delhi 10/15/2002
8 Cole Farm  27.90 Delhi 10/8/2002
9 Du Granrut Ranch 40.70 Delhi 1/20/2006
California Farmland Trust Currently Held ACEs
10 Espinosa, Jessie Jr. 38.46 Delhi 9/21/2007
11 Espinosa, Jesus Sr 38.80 Delhi 9/7/2007
12 Espinoza Farm Sycamore 39.00  Delhi 4/3/2008
13 Espinoza Farm Hinton 78.60 Delhi 5/10/2018
14 Flora/Graser Farm 29.50 Delhi 10/8/2002
15 Flying M (Citrus) 252.00 Planada 1/6/2022
16 Furey Farm 615.80 Le Grand 7/28/2000
17 Furey Ranch 391.00 Le Grand 7/28/2000
18 Gail Martin Trust Farm 60.00 Delhi 4/18/2019
19 Hooper Ranch 275.50 GusHne 10/29/2018
20 Humboldt Ranch 263.00 Turlock 4/15/2005
21 Jorgensen Ranch 290.87  GusHne 12/23/2008
22 Koehn Farm (North) 59.20 Livingston 7/7/2015
23 Koehn Farm (South)  41.30 Livingston 7/7/2015
24 Kruppa Farm 63.90 Ballico 4/26/2019
25 Kruppa Reed Farm 19.80 Ballico 7/15/2019
26 Magneson Farm C&S 382.9 382.90 Ballico 1/13/2006
27 Magneson Farm S&P 89 89.00 Ballico 1/13/2006
28 Magneson Property S&P 17.95 17.95 Livingston 6/3/2019
29 Okuye Farm 78.80 Los Banos 6/25/2007
30 Pfeiffer Ranch 7,093.00 Los Banos 6/29/1999
31 Santa Nella Property 178.30 Livingston 7/25/2014

32 Silveira Farm 62.52 Ballico 9/8/2008
33 Slater Trust Farm 43.00 Ballico 4/26/2019
34 Tanner Farm 15.03 Merced 7/24/2019
35 Vander Woude Dairy 64.85 Delhi 8/25/2020
36 Zollinger/Nunes Farm 73.60 Delhi 12/23/1999
Merced County Total 11,668.40 34 ACEs

San Joaquin County Acres City Completed On
1 Becker Ranch 48.78 Linden 9/7/2009
2 BF Cochrane Farm 125.02 Stockton 5/11/2017
3 Brandstad Farm 174.24 Stockton 2/28/2014
4 Brazil-Van Ryn Farm 216.30 Stockton 5/17/2011
5 C&T Murphy Farm 72.70 Farmington 5/28/2021
6 Galeazzi Farm 253.75  Lockeford 5/1/2012
7 Jon Brandstad Farm 77.32 Stockton 2/28/2014
8 Machado Farm 156.00  Linden 6/2/2015
9 Machado Baker Rd. 91.51 Linden 10/29/2021
10 Machado Murray Rd. 154.56 Linden 9/3/2021
11 Main Stone 927.90 Tracy 6/27/2006
12 Main Stone II 241.83 Tracy 3/4/2011
13 Mendez River Ranch 251.49 Linden 10/28/2019
14 Messick 84.31 Linden 7/3/2018
15 Murphy Farm 124.29 Farmington 5/30/2019
16 Richard Brandstad Farm 80.86 Stockton 2/28/2014
17 Williams Farm 110.08 Linden 10/28/2019
San Joaquin County Total 3,190.94  17 ACEs

Stanislaus County Acres City Completed On
1 Menghetti Farm (East) 76.31 Modesto 1/15/2009
2 Menghetti Farm (West) 79.52  Modesto 1/15/2009
3 Ulm Farm (North) 55.21 Modesto 6/20/2011
4 Ulm Farm (South) 95.90 Modesto 6/20/2011
Stanislaus County Total 306.94  4 ACEs

California Farmland Trust — conservation easement totals
Merced, San Joaquin and Stanislaus counties

  

As California’s population booms, the 
farms that feed us 
are being turned into 
strip malls, parking 
lots, warehouses, and 
other uses that can’t 
feed us.  The trend of 

paving over our best farmland is un-
sustainable and cannot continue.  If 
nothing is done, we will reach a tip-
ping point, with too many people and 
not enough land to grow the food 
and fiber on which we depend.

That’s where the California Farm-
land Trust comes in.  We work with 
willing farmers, who want to en-
sure their farms will remain farms… 
forever.  We help them place legal 
protections on their properties, 
called easements, that require the 
land remain a farm.   
      www.cafarmtrust.org

Desc p
Prime Farmland

Farmland of Statewide Importance

Unique Farmland

Farmland of Local Importance

(221,100+/- acres)

(30,400+/- acres)

(110,300+/- acres)

(22,700+/- acres)

County Line

Sphere of Influence

on-Ag on County GP & Outside SOI

(969,000+/- acres)

(88,535+/- acres, incl. City Limits)

Prepared Feb. 2019
Sources:  Stanislaus County Planning (General Plan, 2019); Stanislaus LAFCO (City Limits, Spheres of Influence, 2019);
Stanislaus County Assessor (Parcel Fabric, 2019); Dept. of Conservation (FMMP - Important Farmlands, 2016)

Important Farmlands
Inventory

Stanislaus County

(16,647+/- acres)

Total Important Farmlands (Less City SOIs, Non-Agricultural
County General Plan Designations, urban, disturbed lands):
                                                                384,500+/- acres
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Land use decisions are consequentiaL

To work with community groups,
regional organizations, local citizens

and elected officials
to establish Urban Boundaries
that protect, for the long term,

Stanislaus County’s most valuable resource
F a r m l a n d

while growing healthy, compact communities

Our Promise for 2020, 2021, 2022 


